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1. INTENT, IMPLEMENTATION AND IMPACT 

 
Intent  
 

The aim of the RE curriculum at Manorfield is to give children a deep knowledge of Christianity and an 

overview of different world religions. Children need more than ever, to gain an understanding of the cultural 

conventions, moral traditions, customs and faith which embody the fundamental values of all the communities 

which they may come into contact with locally and globally in their lifetimes.  

 

By the end of Year 6 we hope that children have taken on board the key themes and beliefs taught to help 

them show empathy, tolerance and understanding for those of different faiths and to understand how 

different faiths and cultures have shared themes.   

 

The curriculum is taught through the Leicestershire SACRE and Understanding Christianity. Understanding 

Christianity covers eight core concepts identified at the heart of mainstream Christian belief.  It sets out 

knowledge ‘building blocks’, to clarify what pupils should know and understand about these concepts at each 

school phase.  

  

We want children to leave Manorfield understanding that Faith is not only made up of 

World religions followed by hundreds of people but is based on each individual’s 

personal beliefs and those beliefs should influence their actions in a positive way for 

those around them. 

 

 

Implementation    
 

The RE subject champion and lead teachers work together to ensure that we are covering all areas 

in the Understanding Christianity scheme of work and Leicestershire agreed syllabus. This also helps 

ensure that the long-term plans build upon prior learning. RE is taught as a core subject on a weekly 

basis throughout the year. By ensuring that the long-term plan covers many aspects of Christianity, 

worldwide religious and non-religious world views children can achieve depth in their learning.  

 

To create the interesting and engaging lessons, we use a variety of resources including, 

Understanding Christianity and the Diocesan syllabus resources. Memorable experiences such as 

visits, in-school visitors and use of ICT resources such as virtual tours and videos create excitement 

and interest in children.  

 

Lessons are planned to allow all children to access the RE curriculum by using the resources 

provided, the ‘big questions’ and the ‘digging deeper’ sections in Understanding Christianity. School 

staff are able to plan lessons that will extend and challenge the most able.  

 

SEND pupils are supported through differentiated learning activities. This may include differentiating 

through outcome, support or through simplifying the learning objective. We are careful to ensure 

that children do not always have to demonstrate learning through writing to ensure we can assess 

their RE skills rather than their literacy ability. As with all subjects, there is much information to take 

in.  
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Impact   

 

Each child’s individual RE book shows that RE is taught regularly and learning is recorded in a variety 

of ways. Outcomes of work are monitored to ensure that they reflect a sound understanding of the 

key identified knowledge. School staff can then intervene in a timely manner to clarify 

misconceptions and revisit areas of learning if necessary.  

 

Emphasis is placed on children having a coherent knowledge and understanding of Christianity and 

other world religious and non-religious views. We also ensure that children have the chance to ask 

questions, express their own opinions and beliefs, in a respectful way, to help them understand the 

beliefs and practices of people in the world that they live in.  

 

The outcomes of pupils are monitored by the class teachers, subject champion and SLT through 

assessment and marking, book look and pupil interviews. 

 

Assessment  

 

Assessment is on-going throughout each RE topic. Teachers assess learning in lessons and 

misconceptions are quickly clarified.  

 

Assessment takes different forms but may include a written activity where children demonstrate 

their learning. 

 

What does greater depth look like in RE?  

 

As with all subjects, working at greater depth means a child has mastered the learning 

expected for their age and stage, and is therefore able to delve into it in more detail. 

Depth is more important than overstretched breadth or merely learning more facts. 

This syllabus makes space for all pupils to explore their own beliefs, values and traditions, and those 

of others, in engaged and engaging ways. RE taught using the new RE Agreed Syllabus aims to 

support children to develop positive attitudes of respect towards people from all religions and 

worldviews 

In terms of planning for greater depth, the question we ask ourselves is how do we extend 

children’s learning when they have mastered the basic curriculum concepts?   

The following is a selection of ideas outlining the ways we can ‘dig deeper’ when aiming for greater 

depth.  

• Justifying individuals views  

• Acceptance & curiosity 

• Evaluate  

• Apply what they’ve learned in one area of a subject to other areas  

• Children can answer ‘what if?’ questions with insightful and thoughtful ideas where they make 

links between prior and current learning in a familiar relatable context and justify why they think 

this with accuracy.  

• Apply ideas, making links and connections 
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• Apply their knowledge consistently, confidently and fluently.  

• Retell and talk about a story, scenario or situation, experience or concept 

• Respond sensitively 

• Express views and insights 

• Be able to explain a concept, idea, including teaching other children what they have learned.  

• Independently use and apply correctly spelled vocabulary accurately  

• Children form a relationship with their learning. It has human significance so it’s relevant to the 

future decisions and the active contribution children can make to the world 
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2. LONG TERM PLAN 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

EYFS  

Christians, Muslims & Jews  

F4 Being Special: 

Where do we belong (C, 

H, M)  
F2 Why is Christmas 

special to Christians? 

(Incarnation)   

F1 Why is the word ‘God’ so  

important 

to Christians?   

(Creation & God)   

F3 Why is Easter 

special to Christians?  

(Salvation)   

F5 What places 

are special and 

why? (C, M)  

F6 Which stories are special 

and why? (C, M)  

Year 1  

Christians, Muslims & Jews  

1.1 What do 

Christians believe God Is 

like? (God)   

1.3 Why does 

Christmas matter to 

Christians?  

(Incarnation)   

1.8 What makes some 

places sacred to 

believers? (C, M)  

1.10 What does it mean to 

belong to a faith 

community? (C, J,M,NR)  

1.9 How should we care 

for others, and why 

does it matter? (C, 

J,NR)  

1.7 (PART 1) 

Who is Jewish and how do 

they live? (God, Torah, 

People of God)   

Year 2  

Christians, Muslims & Jews  

1.4 What is the 

‘good news’ Christians 

say Jesus brings? 

(Gospel)   

1.6 Who is a Muslim and how 

do they live? 

(God) 

   1.5 Why does 

Easter matter to 

Christians? (Salvation)   

1.2 Who do 

Christians say made 

the world? (Creation) 

1.7 (PART 2) 

Who is Jewish and how do 

they live? (God, Torah,  

People of God)   

Year 3  

Christians, Muslims, Hindus & 

Jews  

L2.7 What do Hindus 

believe God is like?  

  

L2.8 What does it mean to 

be Hindu in Britain today?  

L2.12 How and why do 

people try to make the 

world a better place? (C, 

M, J,MR)  

L2.5 Why do 

Christians call the day 

Jesus died ‘Good Friday’?  

(Salvation)   

L2.1 What do Christians 

learn from the creation 

story? (Creation, God) 

  

L2.2 What is it like for 

someone to follow God? (People 

of God)   

Year 4  

Christians, Muslims, Hindus & 

Jews  

L2.3 What is 

the ‘Trinity’ and why is it 

important for Christians? 

(Incarnation & God)  

L2.4 What kind of world 

did Jesus want? (Gospel)   

 

L2.6 For Christians, when 

Jesus left, what was the 

impact of Pentecost? 

(Salvation, Kingdom of God)   

 

L2.9 How do festivals and 

worship show what matters 

to a Muslim?  

L2.10 How do festivals and 

family life show what 

matters to Jewish people? 

(God, Torah, People of God, 

land)   

 

L2.11 How and why do people 

mark the significant events of 

life? (G, H, NR)   
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Year 5  

Christians, Muslims, Hindus & 

Jews  

U2.8 What does it mean to 

be a Muslim in Britain 

today?  
U2.5 What do 

Christians believe 

Jesus did to save 

people? (Salvation)   

U2.6 For Christians, what  

kind of king was 

Jesus.  

(Kingdom of God)   

U2.9 Why is the Torah so 

important to Jewish 

people?  

U2.4   

How do Christians 

decide how to live? ‘What 

would Jesus do?’  (Gospel)   

U2.11 Why do some people 

believe in God and some 

people not? (C, NR)  

Year 6  

Christians, Muslims, Hindus & 

Jews  

U2.10 What matters most 

to Humanists and 

Christians? (C, M, J, NR)  
UC 2B.3 

 How can following God 

bring freedom and justice? * 

U 2.7 Why do Hindus want 

to be good?  

   
UC 2b.7 What 

difference does the 

Resurrection make for 

Christians? (Salvation)   

U 2.5 Is religion 

better expressed 

through 

art/architecture or 

charity? * (2016-2022 

AS) 

U2.2 Creation and Science: 

conflicting or complimentary? 

(Creation)                   

EYFS (F) - Discovering  

KS1 - Exploring  

L = Lower KS2- Connecting  

U = Upper KS2- Connecting * not in new curriculum 
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Golden Concepts 

Adversity Change Community Equality Identity Power Spirituality 

 Y1 – How does learning 

about the past help us to 

understand who we have 

shared our planet with? 

Understanding the process 

through which something 

becomes different 

Y1 – How can we work together 

to solve problems? 

Having something in common 

with others shown by strength 

of connections 

 

Y1 – Is having a Royal Family a 

good thing for Britain?  

Having something in common 

with others shown by strength 

of connections 

 Y1 – How can we work together 

to solve problems? 

A sense of belonging 

 

 

 

Y1 – Is having a Royal Family a 

good thing for Britain? 

A sense of belonging 

Y1 – How does learning about 

the past help us to understand 

who we have shared our planet 

with? 

The ability to direct or influence 

the behaviour of others or the 

course of events 

 

Y2 – Why is it important to 

explore different places?  

Dealing with unknown or 

difficult situations 

 

 

 

Y2 –Should we have Animal 

Parks? 

Dealing with unknow or 

difficult situations 

Y2 y is it important to explore 

different places? 

Difference and change from 

old to new and home away 

Y2 –Should we have Animal 

Parks? 

The importance to community 

to the Masai tribe and the 

responsibility we have towards 

animals  

 

Y2 –How can powerful people 

be fair to everyone in their 

community? 

The responsibilities we have for 

the wellbeing of others and 

happiness in society 

Y2 –How can powerful people 

be fair to everyone in their 

community? 

Should everyone be treated 

equally? 

 Y2 –How can powerful people 

be fair to everyone in their 

community? 

How is power evidence in the 

hierarchy of a castle? 

 

Y3 – What were the Ancient 

Egyptians views about the 

Afterlife? 

How can the way you live 

your life affect your journey 

into the afterlife 

 

Y3 – Is it ever right to 

damage the relics of the past 

in order to provide a better 

future? 

The adversity faced by people 

in stone age and bronze age 

times 

Y3 – How did Tudor 

exploration influence the 

British Empire? 

How Tudor exploration 

changed society and led to 

the birth of the British Empire 

 

Y3 – Is it ever right to 

damage the relics of the past 

in order to provide a better 

future? 

How life changed from stone 

age to bronze age and the 

technical innovations that 

enabled Stonehenge to be 

built 

Y3 – Is it ever right to damage 

the relics of the past in order to 

provide a better future? 

The creation of Neolithic 

communities 

Y3 – What were the Ancient 

Egyptians views about the 

Afterlife? 

What are the differences to 

what happens when a wealthy 

Egyptian dies compared to a 

poor Egyptian 

Y3 – How did Tudor exploration 

influence the British Empire? 

How exploration can alter the 

identity of the crew and the 

civilizations being explored  

Y3 – How did Tudor exploration 

influence the British Empire? 

The use of power by Elizabeth I 

to protect England and expand 

her realm 

Y3 – What were the Ancient 

Egyptians views about the 

Afterlife? 

 

Y4 – Is the use of power 

justified for creating an 

Empire? 

Y4 – Does underwater 

exploration justify the impact 

on the environment? 

Y4 – Does underwater 

exploration justify the impact on 

the environment? 

Y4 – Is the use of power 

justified for creating an Empire? 

Equality and how wealth was 

distributed  

Y4 – Is the use of power 

justified for creating an Empire? 

How the identity of Britain 

changed during the Roman 

Y4 – When so much of the land 

the Maya lived in was mountain 

and jungle, how did they 

become so important? 

Y4 – When so much of the 

land the Maya lived in was 

mountain and jungle, how did 

they become so important? 
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The conflict, protest and fear 

between Romans and Celts 

 

 

Y4 – Does underwater 

exploration justify the impact 

on the environment? 

The impact of exploration on 

marine environments 

 

 

Y4 – When so much of the 

land the Maya lived in was 

mountain and jungle, how did 

they become so important? 

How Mayan’s overcame the 

challenges of living within 

difficult terrain 

How Cousteau’s inventions 

transformed and changed the 

way we explore the Oceans 

The impact of exploration on 

marine environments 

 

 

Y4 – When so much of the land 

the Maya lived in was mountain 

and jungle, how did they 

become so important? 

How Mayan’s lived as a 

community and create a high 

level of sustainability 

Empire – freedoms gained and 

lost  

How the social structure of 

Mayan civilization defined the 

power within the community  

The beliefs of the Maya and 

how they worshipped their 

Gods 

Y5 – What impact would a 

volcano have on an Island 

community? 

The adversity faced by 

those living near volcanoes 

and how they manage it 

Y5 – How did Katherine 

Johnson change the World? 

How can one individual 

change a culture  

Y5 – What impact would a 

volcano have on an Island 

community? 

The impact volcanoes can 

have on communities and 

where they are located  

Y5 – How did Katherine 

Johnson change the World? 

How can we work together for 

equality  

Y5 – How did economic 

migration effect communicates 

and people in the past?? 

How can you maintain your 

identity as a migrant 

Y5 – How did economic 

migration effect communicates 

and people in the past 

Just because something is big 

doesn’t mean it is powerful or 

scary 

 

Y5 – How did economic 

migration effect 

communicates and people in 

the past 

The beliefs of Vikings and 

how they worshipped their 

Gods  

Y6 – How can we find hope 

and a sense of community 

when facing adversity? 

Adversity and challenges 

faced by Jewish people 

during the Holocaust  

Y6 – How can we find hope 

and a sense of community 

when facing adversity? 

How the role of women 

changed in WW2 

 

 

Y6 – Do we have an 

obligation to protect the 

Earth’s environments for the 

generations who follow us? 

How environments have 

changed over time and the 

consequences of these 

changes 

 

Y6 – How does river change 

over-time and what can a 

river tell us about our 

history? 

The development and 

change of rivers 

Y6 – How can we find hope and 

a sense of community when 

facing adversity? 

How a sense of community 

was created by people coming 

together to survive during 

WW2 

 

Y6 – Do we have an obligation 

to protect the Earth’s 

environments for the 

generations who follow us? 

How different communicates 

inhabit different environments 

and cultures develop 

  Y6 – How does river change 

over-time and what can a river 

tell us about our history? 

The power of a river and it’s 

ability to carve out landscapes 
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3. PROGRESSION OF SKILLS 

RE  

Reception  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  • See themselves as a valuable individual.  

• Think about the perspectives of others.  

Understanding the World  • Talk about members of their immediate family and community.  

• Name and describe people who are familiar to them.  

• Understand that some places are special to members of their community.  

• Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.  

ELG  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  Building relationships  Children can:  

a  Show sensitivity to their own and others’ needs.  

Understanding the World  Past and Present  Children can:  

a Talk about the lives of the people around them and their role in society.   

b Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling.  

  People and Communities  Children can:  

a  Know some similarities and differences between different religious and 
cultural communities in the country, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class.  

KS1  LKS2  UKS2  

God  

Children will know that:  

a Christians believe in God, and they find out about 
God in the Bible.  

b Christians believe God is loving, kind, fair, and 
also Lord and King: and there are some stories 
that show this.  

c Christians worship God, and try to live in ways 
that please him.  

Children will know that:  
(See Incarnation)  
  

Children will know that:  

a Christians believe God is omnipotent, omniscient and eternal, and 
that this means God is worth worshipping.  

b Christians believe God is both holy and loving, and Christians have to 
balance ideas of God being angered by sin and injustice (see Fall) but 
also being loved, forgiving, and full of grace.  

c Christians believe God loves people so much that Jesus was born, 
lived, was crucified and rose again to show God’s love.  

d Christians do not all agree about what God is like, but try to follow 
his path, as they see it in the Bible or through Church teaching.  

e Christians believe getting to know God is like getting to know a 
person rather than learning information.  

Creation and Fall  

Children will know that:  

a God created the universe.  

b The earth and everything in it are important to 
God.  

Children will know that:  

a God the Creator cares for the creation, including human beings.  

b As human beings are part of God’s good creation, they do best when 
they listen to God.  

Children will know that:  

a There is much debate and some controversy around the relationships 
between accounts of creation in Genesis and contemporary scientific 
accounts.  
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c God has a unique relationship with human 
beings as their Creator and Sustainer.  

d Humans should care for the world because it 
belongs to God.  

c The Bible tells a story (in Genesis 3) about how humans spoiled their 
friendship with God (sometimes called  

‘The Fall’).  

d This means that humans cannot get close to God without God’s help.  
e The Bible shows that God wants to help people to be close to him – 

he keeps his relationship with them, gives them guidelines on good 
ways to live (such as the Ten Commandments), and offers 
forgiveness even when they keep on falling short.  

f Christians show that they want to be close to God too, through 
obedience and worship, which includes saying sorry for falling short. 

b These debates and controversies relate to the purpose and interpretation of 
texts; for example, does reading Genesis as a poetic account conflict with 
scientific accounts?  

c There are many scientists through history and now who are Christians.  

The discoveries of science make Christians wonder even more about the power 
and majesty of the Creator. 

People of God  

  Children will know that:  

a The Old testament tells the story of a particular group of people, the 
children of Israel – the People of God – and their relationship with 
God.  

b The People of God try to live in the way God wants, following his 
commands and worshipping him.  

c They believe the promises to stay with them, and Bible stories show 
how God  

Children will know that:  

a The Old Testament pieces together the story of the People of God.  As their 
circumstances change (for example, from being nomads  
(Abraham, Jacob) to being city dwellers  
(David)), they have learn new ways of following God.  

b The story of Moses and the exodus shows how God rescued his people from 
slavery in Egypt:  
Christians see this story as looking forward to  

 keeps his promises.  

d The Old Testament narrative explains that the People of God are 
meant to show the benefits of having a relationship with God, and to 
attract all other nations to worshipping God.  

e Christians believe that, through Jesus, all people can become People 
of God.  

how Jesus’ death and resurrection also rescue the people from slavery to 
sin.  

c Christians apply this idea to living today by trying to serve God and to bring 
freedom to others, for example by loving others, caring for them, bringing 
health, food, justice and telling the story of Jesus.  

d Christians see the Christian Church as part of the ongoing story of the 
People of God, and try to live in a way that attracts others to God, for 
example as salt and light in the world.  

Incarnation  

Children will know that:  

a Christians believe that Jesus is God and that he 
was born as a baby in Bethlehem.  

b The Bible points out that his birth showed he 
was extraordinary (e.g. he is worshipped as a 
king, in Matthew) and that he comes to brings 
good news (e.g. to the poor, in Luke).  

c Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth: Advent for  
Christians is a time for getting ready for Jesus’ 
coming.  

  

Children will know that:  

a Christians believe Jesus is one of three persons of the Trinity: God 
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  

b Christians believe the father creates; he sends the Son who saves his 
people; the Son sends the Holy Spirit to his followers 

c Christians worship God as Trinity.  It is a huge idea to grasp, and 
artists have created art to help to express this belief.  

d Christians believe the Holy Spirit is God’s power at work in the 
world and in their lives today, enabling them to follow Jesus. 

Children will know that:  

a  Jesus was Jewish.  

b  Christians believe Jesus is God in the flesh.  

c  They believe that his birth, life, death and resurrection were part of a 
longer plan by God to restore the relationship between humans and God.  

d  The Old Testament talks about a ‘rescuer’ or ‘anointed one’ – a 
messiah.  Some texts talk about what this ‘messiah’ would be like.  
e  Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled these expectations, and that 
he is the Messiah.  (Jewish people do not think Jesus is the Messiah.)  
f  Christians see Jesus as their Saviour (see Salvation).  

Gospel  

Children will know that:  

a Christians believe Jesus brings good news for 
all people.  

Children will know that:  

a Christians believe Jesus Challenges everyone about how to live – he 
sets the example for loving God and your neighbor, putting others 
first.  

Children can:  

a Christians believe the good news is not just about setting an 
example for good behavior: it is that Jesus offers a way to heal the 
damage done by human sin.  
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b For Christians, this good news includes being 
loved by God, and being forgiven for bad 
things.  

c Christians believe Jesus is a friend to the poor 
and friendless.  

d Christians believe Jesus’ teachings make 
people think hard about how to live and show 
them the right way.  

b Christians believe Jesus challenges people who pretend to be good 
(hypocrisy), and shows love and forgiveness to unlikely people.  

c Christians believe Jesus’ life show what it means to love God (his 
father) and love your neighbour.  

b Christians see that Jesus’ teachings and example cut across 
expectations – the Sermon on the Mount is an example of this, 
where Jesus’ values favour serving the weak and vulnerable, not 
making people comfortable.  

c Christians believe that they should bring this good news to life in 
the world in different ways, within their church family, in their 
personal lives, with family, with their neighbours, in the local, 
national and global community.  

Salvation  

Children can: a  Easter is very important 
in the ‘big story’ of the Bible.  Jesus 
showed that he was willing to forgive all 
people, even for putting him on the cross.  

b Christians believe Jesus builds a bridge 
between God and humans.  

c Christians believe Jesus rose from the dead, 
giving people hope of a new life.  

Children will know that:  

a Christians see Holy Week as culmination of Jesus’ earthly 
life, leading to his death and resurrection.  

b The various events of Holy Week, such as the Last Super, 
were important in showing the disciples what Jesus came to 
earth to do.  

c Christians today trust that Jesus really dis rise from the dead, 
and so is still alive today.  

d Christians remember and  
celebrate Jesus’ last week, death and resurrection.  

Children will know that:  

a Christians read the ‘big story’ of the Bible as pointing out the need for God 
to save people.  This salvation includes the ongoing restoration of humans’ 
relationship with God.  

b The Gospels give accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

c The New Testament says that Jesus’ death was somehow ‘for us’.  
d Christians interpret this in a variety of ways:  

for example, as a sacrifice for sin; as a victory over sin, death and the 
Devil; paying the punishment as a substitute for everyone’s sins; 
rescuing from darkness to light, from slavery to freedom.  

e Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice through the service of Holy 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist or the Mass).  

f Belief in Jesus’ resurrection confirms to Christians that Jesus is the 
incarnate Son of God, but also that death is not the end.  

g This belief gives Christians hope for life with God, starting now and 
continuing in a new life (heaven).  

h Christians believe that Jesus calls them to sacrifice their own needs to the 
needs of others, and some are prepared to die for others and for their 
faith. 

Kingdom of God  

  Children will know that:  

a Christians believe that Jesus inaugurated the ‘Kingdom of God’ 
– i.e. Jesus’ whole life was a demonstration of his belief that 
God is king, not just in heaven but here and now (‘Your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven’).  

b Christians believe Jesus is still alive, and rules in their hearts 
and lives through the Holy Spirit, if they let him.  

c Christians believe that after Jesus returned to be with God the 
Father, he sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to help the Church 
to make Jesus’ invisible kingdom visible by living lives that 
reflect the love of God.  

d Christians celebrate Pentecost as the beginning of the Church.  

e Staying connected to Jesus means that the fruit of the 
Spirit  
can grow in the lives of Christians.  

Children will know that:  

a Jesus told many parables about the Kingdom of God.  These suggest that 
God’s rule has begun, through the life, teaching and example of Jesus, and 
subsequently through the lives of Christians who live in obedience to God.  

b The parables suggest that there will be a future Kingdom, where God’s reign 
will be complete.  

c The Kingdom is compared to a feast where all are invited to join.  Not 
everyone chooses to do so.  

d Many Christians try to extend the Kingdom of God by challenging unjust 
social structures in their locality and in the world.  
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4. SEND IN RE 

 

We teach RE to all children, whatever their ability. RE forms part of the school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 

children. We provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties and we consider each child’s abilities. 

 

Ambition – What are we aiming for children with SENs to achieve in this 
subject?  

Access – What amendments are made to the subject in order to help 
children with SENs to achieve? 

We need to be ambitious about what our children with SEN can achieve 
and not believe their ability is ‘fixed’ for every subject. Yes, we should take 
into consideration their barriers to learning but we shouldn't let these 
limit their opportunities - just because they find reading difficult, it doesn't 
mean that they won’t be able to interpret the messages contained in 
Religious texts and the moral and spiritual messages.  

• Progressive and sequenced - revisiting the vocab and keys facts 
previously learnt. This will give children with SEN more time and 
opportunities to understand the concepts and vital knowledge they 
need to access the learning.  

• Visual word mats - Visual word mats for children with SEN. These 
can be used to pre-teach new vocabulary prior to the lesson, to 
help children visualise the concepts they are using in class and to 
help with spelling and writing activities. These children could be 
given the challenge of learning the meaning of a small number of 
words and practise them throughout the week.  

• Check in - For children with SEN, a RE lesson can be overwhelming 
with all the new information they are given as well as trying to 
comprehend ideas that may be very alien to them. It is important 
to find time for these children to discuss what they do understand 
and explaining any language, facts or ideas they are finding 
challenging.   

• Working walls – displays including vocabulary, images and facts on 
working walls and refer to these regularly. Encourage children with 
SEN to use these if they are unsure in lessons. 
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Teaching and learning 

To make religious education lessons inclusive, teachers need to anticipate what barriers to taking part and learning particular activities, lessons or a series of lessons may pose for 

pupils with particular SEN and/or disabilities. So in your planning you need to consider ways of minimising or reducing those barriers so that all pupils can fully take part and learn. In 

some activities, pupils with SEN and/or disabilities will be able to take part in the same way as their peers. In others, some modifications or adjustments will need to be made to 

include everyone. For some activities, you may need to provide a ‘parallel’ activity for pupils with SEN and/or disabilities, so that they can work towards the same lesson objectives 

as their peers, but in a different way. Occasionally, pupils with SEN and/or disabilities will have to work on different activities, or towards different objectives, from their peers. 
 

Seating 

Seating should allow all pupils in the class to communicate, respond and interact with each other and the teacher in discussions. Avoid the need for copying lots of information. For 

example, notes on interactive whiteboards can be printed off for all pupils. 
 

Unfamiliar learning environments 

Make sure pupils are well prepared for visits, particularly to different places of worship. Preparation can include using photographs, videos, artefacts etc, so that pupils are not worried 

about unfamiliar situations 
 

Multi-sensory approaches 

The acceptance that others have different views and that they have a right to hold and express them can present barriers for younger pupils and those with behavioural, emotional 

and social difficulties (BESD) or an autistic spectrum disorder (ASD). Many of these barriers can be removed by using multi-sensory approaches, eg through drama and role-play, visits 

to places of worship, or sharing special meals. Learning about religion can present barriers for pupils with complex needs because of the abstract concepts involved. For example, 

some pupils will have difficulty understanding abstract concepts such as spirituality, belief, opinion, friendship, justice, cooperation, conflict and empathy. Drama, role-play, games 

and simulations, can develop understanding of such concepts. Use of good-quality artefacts allows pupils to understand aspects of the  

different faiths. Artefacts can be used to develop pupils’ observation skills and use of language. Pupil-made videos or digital camera presentations of situations involving  

moral dilemmas can be powerful aids to learning, particularly for pupils for whom writing presents barriers 
 

ICT 

Digital image technologies, both still and moving, are valuable tools for teaching RE. Pupils can use image technology to support the writing process − eg creating a  

storyboard of pictures as a scaffold for writing a narrative about a moral choice. ICT can offer alternatives to writing as a way of responding to text − eg creating an electronic 

presentation with images, as a response to text. 
 

Planning support 

Support might include: pre-tutoring important RE vocabulary, concepts and/or processes, where appropriate, and preparing grids for recording information, which can be  

helpful for some pupils 

 

Teachers’ communication  

Recognise that the language of RE may be challenging for many pupils, eg: language used in religious texts may be difficult to understand and will need to be explained some vocabulary 

can have different meanings in different contexts, and metaphor, eg in the sayings of religious leaders or parables, can be interpreted literally by some pupils, thus creating confusion 

or misunderstanding. Plan to teach new vocabulary explicitly at the start of a new topic. Make sure that pre-tutoring on RE vocabulary is available for pupils, where appropriate. It 

may be necessary to present the same information in a range of different ways to aid understanding.
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5. KEY KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY 

EYFS 
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6. RESOURCES AND WEBSITES 

 

RE Online: www.reonline.org.uk 

A website with free use, quality assured resources that ensure a comprehensive coverage of 

religious and worldviews. It has useful resources that include: 

⎯ Emailing a believer: If the children have any questions when they are studying different faiths 

⎯ and world views you can send them to a believer via the website. 

⎯ Teach RE: Resources to support your subject knowledge as a teacher. 

⎯ Supporting RE: teaching resources 

⎯ Festivals calendar: a calendar that informs you of religious festivals throughout the year. 

 

RE Quest: http://request.org.uk/ 

A website with different resources to explore many different aspects of the Christian faith. 

 

True Tube: www.truetube.co.uk 

A website that provides short films, lesson plans and assembly scripts for RE, PSHE and Citizenship. 

You do not need a log in to view/stream the videos on the site but may need a log in should you 

want to download or save anything. It is quick and easy to create a personal log in, if you need 

one. 

 

BBC Teach has films including ‘Religions of the World’ (KS1), ‘My Life, My Religion’ plus many 

films and resources to support Religious Studies from Early Years up to GCSE. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach 

 

BBC Bitesize has short film clips and supporting resources including quizzes and interactive 

activities to support RE at all Key Stages. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 

Humanists UK has a user-friendly website with powerpoints, short films and resources for 

students and teachers. https://humanism.org.uk/humanism/ 

 

NATRE: www.natre.org.uk 

 

This is the National Association of Teachers of Religious Education. It works to support those who 

teach and lead in all schools. 
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