
Manorfield Detectives. 
 
 
If your House at school is Varnam, this is all about why the name was 
chosen and all about their life. 
 
Elizabeth Varnam was born in Claybrooke, Leicestershire, the 
daughter of William and Susannah Varnam, in around 1791. 
By 1846, she is living in Stoney Stanton, at Yew Tree House on Long 
Street. She is described in a trade directory as a school mistress. 
 

 
 
In this page of the 1851 census for Stoney Stanton Elizabeth was 60 
years old and listed as schoolmistress. The school appears to have 3 
pupils Mary Payne 14, Mary A Stevenson 9 and Charles Hackett 8.  
 
Also living there is Elizabeth Armstone aged 18 who is a house maid. 
 
We don’t know about her life before then, as records are hard to find. 
The only census she would have been on before this is the 1841, and 
no record has been found yet. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above is a page from the British Postal Service Appointment Book 
from 1845, it shows Elizabeth’s signature at the bottom left. This tells 
us when she became a Post Mistress. 
 
The Postal Service had only just begun at this time and Elizabeth was 
a kind of pioneer of this new service. 
 
This link tells you more about the postal service in Britain. 
 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Postage_stamps_and_postal_history_of_Great_Britain  
 
In the White’s Trade Directory entry for Stoney Stanton 1846 below, 
Elizabeth is listed as schoolmistress. 
 

 



In a different trade directory of 1855, (below), Elizabeth is listed as 
both school mistress and post mistress. 
 

 
 
 
In the following census in 1861, Elizabeth is Postmistress in Stoney 
Stanton, living with two of her sisters Mary and Harriet.  
 

 
Elizabeth died just a few months after the census, on November 27th 
1861, aged 71 and was buried in St. Michael’s churchyard. She had 
never married. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth’s epitaph reads as follows: 
 

In  
Affectionate Remembrance 

 of 
Elizabeth Varnam 

Who died November 27th  
1861 

Aged 71 years. 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do right. 

 
Genesis 18:25 


